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Striking Spar ks Scopes Started

By Vicki Tandecke and Victoria Vertrees

TheSTRIKING SPARK SProgramfor 2003isoff and running.
Two hundred contest applications have been sent to Sonoma
County schools and home school students. If you know of
someone who would like an application, please call us.
Contest entries must be returned by Saturday, February 22,
2003. Thejudgeswill meet on Saturday, March 1, 2003 to
select the winners.

Nine SCASmembersare hard at work grinding mirrorsfor this
year’ stelescopes: Steve Follett, Herb Larsen, Larry McCune,
Gary James, BruceL otz, Vicki Tandecke, Harold Follett,

Coby L afayetteand Harry Linder.

Thefirst telescope WORK PARTY washeld at Cloverdale
High School last Saturday morning, February 8. All the
telescope bases were cut out. Thanks again to Lyn Anderson
for making it possible to use the school wood shop for the
project.

ThePAINTING PARTY will takeplaceon Saturday, February
22,from 10:00a.m. until approximately 2:00 p.m. It will beat
Mark Hillestad’ sgarage, 278 Brey Road, SantaRosa, 539-0797.

(story continues on Page 5)

NameTags

lease wear a name tag at the next Genera Meetin
eeting. Thetagsareprovided, but seemtohavefalenint
eglect during the last several months. The Board agr
itslast meeting that wearing nametagsisahospitibleclu
radition that we should reinstitute.

2003 Caendars

A few copiesof the 2003 RA SC Astronomer sHandbooks and
all calendarsarestill available. SeeMerlin Combsat the SCA
ebruary 12 meeting if you wish to purchase them.

SCAS Monthly General Meeting
7:30 pm Wednesday February 12, 2003

Proctor Terrace Elementary School, 4th Street and Bryden

“What Your Astronomy Textbook Won't Tell Y ou”
Norm Sperling, Author and Guest speaker
Norm Sperling has taught thousands of introductory astronomy
students what their textbooks won't tell them. Somedidn’t get
it. He's carefully probed the reasons why, and puts the best,
student-proven ways to master astronomy into his new book.

-Toomuchjargon? Clarify theterms: Jupiter’ s“frozengases’ are
either not frozen, or not gases.

-Outdated viewpoints? Reset your mindset to the latest issues.
The debate about whether Pluto is a planet isn’t about Pluto;
experts no longer agree on what “planet” means.

-Too sure of things? Learn which Unknowns still stump
astronomers. What’ sinside stars? What do magnetic fieldsdo?

-Doyoulikeagood detective story? Find out how the Northern
Lights confounded evidence for the Loch Ness Monster.

-Want fresh ideas and new angles?  Find out why galaxies
picturedintextbooksand magazinesare NOT typical. And enter
acontest to make selectionsfairer.

-Enjoy ironiesfromthepast? Seewhy the Great Spiral Galaxy in
Andromeda used to be classified aselliptical; and irregular.

-Want to dodge a scam? Find out why you should beware of
buying a star.

-Too serious? Chortle at student boners...which point out
mistakesto wisely avoid.

Norm Sperlingwas Science Editor at Altavista.com, an editor of
Sky & Telescope magazine, and aplanetarium director.

He will sell copies of his book for $24.95 + tax= $27.00.
Autographing: free.
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[ SCAS Membership, Renewals )

and Subscription Information
SCA Snew membership duesare $25 from June 1st through
November 30th; and $12.50from December 1st throughMay
3lst. SCAS annual renewa membership dues are $25 per
year; due and payable on June 1st each year. Membership is
dropped if dues become delinquent.
SCAS Membership and Meetings
As abenefit of membership, discount subscriptionsto
Sky & Telescope and Astronomy magazinesare available.
Membership meetings take place on the second Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30 pmin the M ulti purpose Room of
Proctor Terrace Elementary School on Bryden Lane near
Fourth Street in Santa Rosa unless otherwiseannounced in
thispublication. Star Partiesare meetingsheld each month
at our viewing site on the Saturday evening nearest to the

new moon. The Public isinvited to both.
New or renewal subscriptions for Sky & Telescope

through SCAS: send your $29.95 subscription check
(payable to SCAS) along with your complete mailing
address (for new subscriptions) or the Sky & Telescope
renewal card and return envelope provided by Sky &
Telescope (for renewals) directly to Larry McCune, 544
Thyme Place, San Rafael, CA 94903.
Subscriptionsto Astronomy through SCASoccur yearly
around October. Check Sonoma Skies for details.

Telescopes Available

As abenefit of membership, SCAS membersare eligible
to borrow telescopes for a $5 a week donation. Four tele-
scopes are available: aCelestron 8" SCT and a5" Celestron
SCT, complete with clock drive and inverter; an 8-inch
Newtonian on Dobsonian mount; and a 80 mm refractor on
a motorized equatorial mount. Contact Joan Thornton at
707-762-0594

Access To Palmieri Observing Site
The Palmieri Observing Siteislocked to public access. For

useduring monthly star parties, SCASmemberscanobtainthe
combination to the gate lock to the site by contacting any

board member listed to the right.

Publication
Sonoma Skies isthe newsletter of the Sonoma County
Astronomical Society (SCAS) andispublished eachmonth.
Subscriptions to the newsletter are included as part of
membership to the Society.
Articles, newsitemsand member announcementsfor

Sonoma Skiesar ewelcome. Thedeadlinefor articlesfor next
monthisthe 25th of thismonth. Submissionsmust betypedor,
if on computer media, in acommonly used word processing
and/or graphics format, and may have graphics (pictures,
drawings, etc.) They are published on a FCFS basis, space
permitting, and may be edited.

Editor: BenBarker and Leah Barker
benbar ker @earthlink.net

\ Mail To: SCAS, P.O.Box 183, SantaRosa, CA 95402  J

SCAS Elected Board

President
Seven Alvernaz 762-2377
jaasl@atthi.com

Vice-President & Program Director
Lucy McMahon 763-2255 lucysonoma@aol.com

Treasurer
Larry McCune (415) 492-1426 |Imccune@attbi.com

Secretary
Bruce Lotz 576-7833 ablotz@sonic.net

Member ship Director
Harry Linder 542-9167 harry@sonic.net

Community Activities Director
Len Nelson 763-8007 |ennel sn@attbi.com

Publications Dir ector
Ben Barker 838-0238 benbarker @earthlink.net

SCAS Appointed Positions

Amateur Telescope Making
Steve Follett 542-1561 sfollett@sonic.net

Young Astronomers Advisor - Vacant

Striking Sparks Program & SparksDay Coordinators
Vicki Tandecke 528-8925 vtandecke@webtv.net
Victoria Vertrees 544-4409 vrvertre@juno.net

Librarian
Joan Thornton 762-0594 phonyjoanie@juno.com

SCAS*“Public” Star party Coordinator
Loren Cooper525-8737 |orenco@sonic.net

N\

SCAS Library

Joan Thornton 762-0594
phonyjoanie@juno.com

SCAShasalibrary of over 70 booksthat may be checked out
by SCAS members. A book may be checked out until the next
meeting or for one month. Requirementsto check out a book:

1. Bea SCAS member.
2. Give me (Joan Thornton) your name and phone number.


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scas 
mailto:  jaas1@attbi.com
mailto: lucysonoma@aol.com
mailto: llmccune@attbi.com
mailoto: lennelsn@attbi.com
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The Semi-Sirius Astronomer
by Herb Larsen

WEell, he was driving his new telescope way too fast
with the electronic controller, and when it stopped
suddenly at M31, the airbag went off!

ﬂ SCAS Star Party D

Thenext SCASStar Party isSaturday evening,
March 1, 2003.

Location: Palmieri Observatory, Mercuryville,CA
(on the slopes of Geyser Peak near The Geysers)
Altitude: ~2700 feet

Longitude: 122deg49min

Latitude:  38deg 46min

Sunset: 6:04 p.m. PST, Sunrise: 6:42 am. PST (3/2/03)
Moonset: 4:48 p.m. PST, Moonrise: 6:56am. PST(3/2/03)
End Astronomical Twilight: 7:32 p.m. PST

Begin Astronomical Twilight: 5:14 am. PST (3/2/03)
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Public Astronomy

by Len Nelson
SCAS Community Activities Director

lennelsn@attbi.com (707) 763-8007

School Star Partiesand other astronomy
programsareapublicserviceof SCAS.

Y our assistanceat star parti esismost wel comeand anticipated.
| amsurethat if you havenever beento oneyouwill bedelighted
withtheexperience!

Star Partiespresently ontheagendaare:

Feb 26 - Windsor Creek Elementary in Windsor
March 26 - Evergreen Elementary in Rohnert Park

Weather conditions have been areal problem this school term.
| do not recall a year when so many school star parties were
cancelled or conducted under what can only bedescribed aspoor
viewing conditions. Only oneschool star party (that at M eadows
Elementary in Petaluma on January 7th) was conducted under
‘clear skies'!

Fortunately, theprimary targetsfor school star parties are bright
objects like the Moon and the major planets like Jupiter and
Saturn. Thesearethingsthat kidsintheK -5th grades can relate
to and have studied in their classes. Unfortunately, even these
‘bright’ objects were no match for heavy fog or clouds at most
events this year.

Most school star parties are scheduled with an alternate date so
that, hopefully, oneof thetwo dateswill of fer some semblance of
useable viewing conditions. This year, even that approach has
not allowed some scheduled school events to go forward even
when they wererescheduled again offering these schoolsatotal
of four opportunities!

Onapositivenote, each school for whichastar party isscheduled
also getsanin classslide presentation of what they could expect
to seeunder decent sky conditions. They arealso advisedtovisit
theRobert Ferguson Observatory on public nightsandtold of up-
coming school star parties at other local schools if theirs is
cancelled. So, hopefully thosekidsthat aremost motivated might
steer their parents to these events.

I’ dliketothankthefollowing Sar Partyvolunteers. Their efforts
have made the school star partiesheld sincelast October areal
success!

BenBarker, Bob Johnston, Dave Smith, EdMegill, Eric Chazankin,
Frank Siroky, LaurieO’ Hara, LynElder, Duane& Mark Bellinger,
MerlinCombs, Robert Leyland & Tom Burrows.

( SCASEgroupURL )
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scas
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ﬂ SRJC PLANETARIUM SHOWSB

With Ed Megill, Planetarium Director

Santa Rosa Campus,Lark Hall, Room 2001
Program Times
7:00 pm & 8:30 pm - Fridays & Saturdays
1:30 pm & 3:00 pm Sundays

General Admission $4 - Students & Seniors $2

Tickets available at door 30 minutes before show
No Children under 5
Parking Permits Required at $2

For moreinformation, call 527-4465 or 527-4371

SCAS members provide telescope viewing
whenever weather and light conditions permit.

http://www.santarosa.edu/planetarium/

Volcanoes of the Solar System
January 17 - February 23

Volcanoes are more than hot rock and gas; they are
trademarks of an active world. The Earth is just such an
active world. In this show we will learn about vol canoes:
how and why they form, types of volcanoes, and kinds of
eruptionsand material sissued. Discover other planetswith
vol canoesand how they differ from Earth’s. Y ouwill visit
other planetsaswetravel the Solar Systemin search of the
largest and most active vol canoes.

Our Star the Sun
February 28 - April 6

We think of the Sun every day. How often, though, do we
think of the Sun as the nearest star? In this show we will
learn about our star the Sun: how and when the Sun and
planets were formed, what we find inside our star, why it
shines, and what will become of the Sun. The show also
includes sunspots, solar prominence, solar flares, and the
solar wind, aswell as Sun related phenomenasuch as solar
eclipses, rainbows, and the aurora.

ﬂ 2003 SCAS Calendar B

Wed. Feb. 12 7:30 pm General Meeting at Proctor

Terrace Elementary, 4th Street and Bryden Lane, SantaRosa.
Thu. Feb. 20 SCASBoard meeting @ Harry Linder’s
Sat. Feb. 22 striking Sparks telescope Painting Party
Sat. Mar.1 SCASStar Party at the Palmieri viewing site
Sat. Mar. 1 Striking Sparks entry judging

Sat. Mar. 8 Public Star Party, 7 p.m. Y outh Community
Park, Fulton Rd., SantaRosa
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Robert H. Ferguson Observatory
Public Observing

Phone: (707) 833-6979
http://www.rfo.org

\

The 40-inch Moore Dobsonian in the west wing has been
removedfor reconstruction purposes. Bill Russell hasgraciously
agreedto allow his24-inch Dobsonianto beinstalledinitsplace.

While there is no set admission fee for the solar viewing,
donationsto hel pdefray thecostsof operatingtheobservatory are
appreciated. Thereis, however, a$2feefor admissiontothenight
viewing sessions.

SCAS members are welcome to set up telescopes to assist
with the public viewing. However, automobile accessis closed
at dusk, so arrivals after dusk will need to be able to carry their
equipment in from the parking area by the horse stables.

The next public SOLAR OBSERVING DAY IS

SAT. March 8 12:00 Noonto4 PM
The next public OBSERVING NIGHT IS
SAT. March 8 7:00 PM -

VMOA and The SantaRosaJunior College
Community Education Department
Present

“THEWINTERNIGHT SKY”

L ectures onthecongtellations, including
Mythology, Cosmology, and Astronomy.

Presentationsbegin promptly at 7:00PM and last approximately
90 minutes. Please arrive about 30 minutes early for check-in.
After each presentation (sky conditionswilling), you will enjoy
areview of theconstell ationsintheactual night sky andlearn how
to find them for yourself. The constellations, and the objects
within them, will be viewed through binoculars and tel escopes,
including the 24-inch reflecting telescope, until or beyond
10:30PM (depending upon interest and enthusiasm).

Requested donation: Single session fee $20
WINTERNIGHT SKY LECTURES in February andMarch:

Feb 19: Spira Arms, The Galactic Center and Anti-
Center; The Galactic “Hao” and Globular Clusters
CanisMagjor, CanisMinor, Puppis

Feb 26: Obliquity of the Ecliptic; Equinoxesand Solstices
Gemini, Lynx, Cancer
The planet Jupiter

Mar 5: Leo, Leo Minor, Sextens, Crater


http://www.santarosa.edu/planetarium/
http://www.rfo.org
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SCAS" Public" Star Party

The next SCAS " Public" Star Party is Saturday
evening, March 8, 2003.

Location: Y outh Community Park, located in Santa Rosa
onthewest sideof Fulton Road, between Guerneville Road
and Piner Road, just opposite Piner High School.

Sunset: 6:11 p.m. PST
Moonset: 11:45 p.m. PST
End Astronomical Twilight: 7:39 p.m. PST

Striking Spar ks Scopes Started

(continued from Page 1)

TheASSEMBLY PARTY will beon Saturday, March 15, alsoat
Mark’ sgarage. Volunteers are welcome at both parties.

SPONSORSof thisyear’ stelescopesare: Mr. & Mrs.Bev Barge,
CatherineColwell, TheFrank Hejtmanek Trust, Robert Leyland,
The Young Astronomers, Coby Lafayette, Ben Pietsch and
AANC. Weappreciatethe strong support of all our sponsorsfor
helpingtomakethe STRIKING SPARK Sprogramhappenagain
fortheEIGHTEENTH year.

STRIKING SPARKSDAY is Saturday, March 29™. SOLAR
VIEWING beginsat 4:00 p.m. Potluck dinner startsat 6:00p.m.,
followed by the Striking Sparks Award Program. Weather
permitting, the new scopes will get their first use during star
viewinguntil 9:00p.m.

We look forward to awarding ten new telescopes to Sonoma
County studentsand to seeing everyoneonthe29™. If youhave
any questions please call either Vicki Tandecke at 528-8925 or
VictoriaV ertreesat 544-44009.

ﬂ ALMANAC - courtesy of SRIC Planetarium B

February’s Full Moon occurs at 3:51a.m. on 2/16/03

2/19/03 - On very clear evenings, about an hour after
sunset for the next two weeks, look for afaint cone-shaped
glow of diffusedlight rising fromthewesternhorizon. This
is known as Zodiacal Light. Zodiacal Light is sunlight
reflecting of interplanetary dust lying in the plane of our
solar system. This dust is thought to be debris from the
collisionsof minor planetsand meteoroids.

Last Quarter Moon occurs at 8:46 am.on 2/23/03

New Moon occurs at 6:35 p.m. on 3/2/03
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SSU Dept. of Physics & Astronomy

Observatory - Public Viewing
Winter 2003 Friday evenings:

February 21 7:00- 9:00 Jupiter, Clown Face Nebula
March7  7:00- 9:00 The Moon, Supernova Remnants

The observatory isinside the football field at the SE corner of
the campus, East Cotati Avenue and PetalumaHill Road, 2 miles
east of U.S.101 at Cotati. Follow signs from the freeway to the
campus. Call beforecomingif it appearslikely that cloudsmay force
cancellation.

Observatory Phone No. (707) 664-2267

Until about April 2004, major constructionwill betaking place
infieldsimmediately adjacent to the stadium areawherethe SSU
observatory islocated. During thistime, accesstotheobservatory
will become somewhat difficult. Specific detailsof how to get to
the observatory may occasionally change during thistime period
in response to construction activity.

During thistime accessto the observatory will be available by
means of gates along the fence that separates the stadium area
from the baseball field and the fields where L acrosse and soccer
areplayed. Thesefields, immediately to the north of the stadium
area, and the stadium area are along the side of the campus that
runsaong PetalumaHill Road. Visitors must walk acrossthese
fields from the central campus areasto arrive at the gates to the
stadium and the observatory.

Theconstructionarea-- shown in black onthefollowing map
-- isfenced off and may only be entered by constructionworkers.

D

L HH:IH':H:EH“'I ]
-{

PETALUMA HILL ROA

The most convenient parking lot for those visiting the
observatory is now lot H adjacent to the tennis courts.

Itisnot SSU’ sintentionto cancel PublicViewing Nightsat the
observatory during construction. However, visiting the
observatory should be somewhat more exciting than in recent
years. Bringaflashlight, bepreparedtowal k acrossagrassplaying
field, and allow someextratime. Visiting the SSU observatory is
now even more of an adventure!
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SCASMembership

by Harry Linder, Membership Director
harry@sonic .net

New Members

The SCASispleased to welcomeand acknowledgethefollowing
new members:

Walt Bodley, Philip Cannon, Eric Chazankin, Bruce Crozat,
Robert Johnston, Bill Kirst, Allan & Nathan L oceff, AlM athers,
Dan Reynolds,Michad Santi, Tim& Mary Schieberl,Ron Storey,
MaudeaneTaunton, RobertaZobel, Sam Crossman and Greg
Lindh.

Their addition swellsour duespaying member shipto 152 members
plusthe ten 2002 Striking Sparks Telescope winners!

CANYOU DO THE SCASA BIG FAVOR?

Of our 152 dues paying members, only 21 of you have opted to
receive the monthly newsletter by e-mail only. Printing, folding,
addressing, stamping and mailing the paper newsl etter each month
is costly and time consuming. There are better ways that we can
spendour limitedfinancial resources. If youcandowithout asnail-
mail copy of thenewsletter, pleasesend ane-mail tothemembership
director, Harry Linder and tell him that you would like only the
electronic version. Thank You !

Silicon Valley Astronomy Lecture Series

Dr. Seth Shostak (SETI Institute) will give a non-technical
illustratedtalk on:

“What HappensAfter Contact:
RespondingtoaM essagefrom Space”

Wednesday, Mar.5,2003,7pm

inthe Smithwick Theater, Foothill College,
El Monte Road and Freeway 280, LosAltosHills, California

Free and open to the public.
Call theserieshotlineat 650-949-7888 for moreinformation.

Dr. Shostak will discusswhat plansscientistshaveif they detect
aradiomessagefromanaliencivilization out amongthestars. He
will examine how any such messages will be verified (to avoid
hoaxes), how the newswill be announced, how information from
the message would be disseminated, and how humanity might
decide whether and how to reply.

co-sponsored by:

NASA Ames Research Center
Foothill College Astronomy Program
SETI Institute

Astronomical Society of the Pacific

SonomaSkies, February 2003

Benjamin Dean L ectureSeries
Morrison Planetarium

Winter 2003 Lecture Theme:
Galaxy Formation and Supermassive Black Holes

Ticketsare $3.00 per person per lecture. All lecturesbegin at
7:30 p.m. Purchase in advance of | ecture date recommended.
Make checks payable to Morrison Planetarium. Send self
addressed stamped envelope and check to:

Dean Lecture Series, Morrison Planetarium

CaliforniaAcademy of Sciences

Golden GatePark

San Francisco, CA 94118

February 25
Dr. AlanDressler
Carnegie Institute of Washington

TheBirth of theMilky Way: TheFirst Stepinour Origins
Step by step, the astronomical events and processes that led to
our world and made possibletheemergenceof lifearebecoming
better understood. The universe as we see it today began
sometimewithinabillionyearsof theBig Bang, withtheformation
of thefirst starsand galaxies, and the synthesis of thefirst heavy
elements. A goal of astronomy over the next two decadesisto
observe and understand how stars and galaxies were born by
looking back in time to their first appearance. Through this
research, with new giant telescopes on Earth, a new space
telescope, and powerful computer simul ations, wehopeto answer
the general question of how galaxies formed and tie this to the
specificquestionof how our ownMilky Way Galaxy evolved and
gavebirthtothe Sunanditsfamily of planets5billionyearsago.

March4
Dr.Karl Gebhardt
University of Texasat Austin

Dark Matter and Black Holes:

SheddingL ight on Galaxy For mation
In the past ten years, we have made enormous strides in our
knowledge of how galaxiesform and evolve. In particular, two
essential components of nearly all galaxies are supermassive
black holesat their centersand thedark matter that dominatesthe
outer regions. Theseareextremely difficult to study sinceneither
gives off any light, yet they are key elementsto any theoretical
model for how galaxiesform. After tremendouseffortsfromthe
largest ground-based and space-based observatories, acommon
pictureisbeginning to emerge. Weareliving inaspecial timein
whichwearequickly unraveling secretstothemysteriesof galaxy
formation.



