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Nov. 12 Speaker:

Greg Schmidt on
Astrobiology and NASA

Mr. SchmidtistheAssociateDirector for Strategic Plan-
ningintheAstrobiol ogy and SpaceResearch Directorate
of NASA’sAmesResearch Center. Hewill discussthe
history andfutureof astrobiology, focusngonNASA’s
Astrobiology Roadmap, theNA SA Astrobiology I nsti-
tute, andrecent discoveriesinthisnewfield.

Astrobiology is the study of the origins, evolution,
distribution, andfutureof lifeintheuniverse. Itrequires
fundamental conceptsof lifeand habitableenvironments
that will hel pustorecognizebiospheresthat might bequite
differentfromour own. Astrobiol ogy embracesthesearch
for potentialy inhabited planetsbeyond our Solar System,
theexpl orationof Marsandtheouter planets, |aboratory
andfiddinvestigationsof theoriginsandearly evolutionof
life, and studiesof thepotential of lifeto adapt tofuture
challenges, bothon Earthandinspace. Interdisciplinary
research is needed that combines molecular biology,
ecology, planetary science, astronomy, informationscience,
spaceexplorationtechnologies, andrel ated disciplines.
The broad interdisciplinary character of astrobiology
compels us to strive for the most comprehensive and
inclusveunderstandingof biologicd, planetary andcosmic
phenomena

Greg Schmidt leadstheAstrobiol ogy I ntegration Office,
whichfocusesondeve opingandapplyingnewtechnology
in the search for life. He has worked on the NASA
headquarters staff and asa Spacel ab project manager.
Mr. Schmidt holds NASA’s Outstanding L eadership
Medal for his contributionsto astrobiology and space

biology.

Spotlight on the Rental Fleet

SCAShasaniceassortment of telecopesavailablefor
rent. We' Il show thesefromtimetotime, asmany newer
membershaven’ t seenthem, and someold-timersdon’t
realize what new stuff has been added. Thismonth’s
featured scopeisan 80mm Refractor with Orionmotor-
izedmount andasolarfilter. It usesstandard 1.25-inch
eyepieces, and comeswithtwo, 12and 25mm.Thisisa
veryfinescopefor planetary andlunar viewing,andwill do
well eveninanurban setting. Itisagood choiceasafirst
rental becauseitissmall and light enoughto beeasily
transported. Itiseasy toset upfor family viewing, where
thetracking featureis particularly nice. Contact Joan
Thorntonat 707-762-0594 for orei nformation.
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and Subscription Information
SCA Snew membership duesare $25 from June 1st through
November 30th; and $12.50from December 1st throughMay
3lst. SCAS annual renewa membership dues are $25 per
year; due and payable on June 1st each year. Membership is
dropped if dues become delinquent.
SCASMember shipand M eetings
As a benefit of membership, discount subscriptions to
Sky & Telescope and Astronomy magazinesare available.
Membership meetings take place on the second Wednes-
day of each month at 7:30 pmin the M ulti purpose Room of
Proctor Terrace Elementary School on Bryden Lane near
Fourth Street in Santa Rosa unless otherwiseannounced in
thispublication. Star Partiesare meetingsheld each month
at our viewing site on the Saturday evening nearest to the

new moon. The Public isinvited to both.
New or renewal subscriptions for Sky & Telescope

through SCAS: send your $29.95 subscription check
(payable to SCAS) along with your complete mailing
address (for new subscriptions) or the Sky & Telescope
renewal card and return envelope provided by Sky &
Telescope (for renewals) directly to Larry McCune, 544
Thyme Place, San Rafael, CA 94903.
Subscriptionsto Astronomy through SCASoccur yearly
around October. Check Sonoma Skies for details.

Telescopes Available

Asabenefit of membership, SCAS membersare eligible
to borrow telescopes for a $5 a week donation. Four tele-
scopes are available: aCelestron 8" SCT and a5" Celestron
SCT, complete with clock drive and inverter; an 8-inch
Newtonian on Dobsonian mount; and a 80 mm refractor on
a motorized equatorial mount. Contact Joan Thornton at
707-762-0594

Access To Palmieri Observing Site
The Palmieri Observing Siteislocked to public access. For

useduring monthly star parties, SCASmemberscanobtainthe
combination to the gate lock to the site by contacting any

board member listed to the right.

Sonoma Skies are welcome. The deadline for articles for
December isthe28th of November. Submissionsmust betyped
or, if oncomputer media, inacommonly used word processing

Publication
Sonoma Skies isthe newsletter of the Sonoma County
Astronomical Society (SCAS) andispublished eachmonth.
Subscriptions to the newsletter are included as part of
membership to the Society.
Articles, newsitemsand member announcementsfor

and/or graphics format, and may have graphics (pictures,

drawings, etc.) They are published on a FCFS basis, space

permitting, and may be edited.

Editor: BenBarker
benbar ker @earthlink.net
Mail To: SCAS, P.O. Box 183, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

SCAS Membership, Renewals )
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SCAS Elected Board

President
SevenAlvernaz762-2377
jaasl@comcast.net

Vice-President & Program Dir ector
Lucy McMahon 763-2255 |ucysonoma@aol.com

Treasurer
Larry McCune (415) 492-1426 |Imccune@comcast.net

Secretary
Loren Cooper525-8737 |orenco@sonic.net

M ember ship Dir ector
Harry Linder 542-9167 harry@sonic.net

Community ActivitiesDir ector
Len Nelson 763-8007 |ennelsn@comcast.net

PublicationsDir ector
Ben Barker 838-0238 benbarker @earthlink.net

SCAS Appointed Positions

Amateur TelescopeMaking
Steve Follett 542-1561 sfollett@sonic.net

Y oungAstronomer sAdvisor
GaryJordan 829-5288 SeraMolly@aol.com

Striking Spar ksProgram & SparksDay Coor dinator
Len Nelson 763-8007 |ennelsn@comcast.net

Librarian
Joan Thornton 762-0594 phonyjoanie@earthlink.net

PublicStar Party Coordinator
Bruce Lotz 576-7833 ablotz@sonic.net

SCAS Library

Joan Thornton 762-0594
phonyjoanie@earthlink.net

SCAShasalibrary of over 70 books that may be checked out
by SCAS members. A book may be checked out until the next
meeting or for one month. Requirements to check out a book:

1. BeaSCAS member.

2. Give me (Joan Thornton) your name and phone number.
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The Semi-Sirius Astronomer
by Herb Larsen

“ Say, have you seen our turkey?
| have looked all over for it.”

SCASMembership

HarryLinder,Member ship Director
harry@sonic.net

The SCAS is pleased to welcome the following new
members. Kathy andK atieMonson(rgoining) andJulia
andOliviaTurnross.

We now have 157 regular members, plustheten 2003
Striking Sparkswinners.

Each month a few members don’t get their paper or
electronic newd ettersontimebecausewedidn’tlearn
abouttheir |atest addresschange. Pleaselet Harry know
whenyouchangeemail or snail mail addresses. Thanks.
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Public Astronomy

by Len Nelson
SCASCommunity ActivitiesDirector

lennelsn@comcast.net (707) 763-8007

N 2

School Star Party
November 18 at Windsor High School
Contact Lenif youareinterestedinassisting at thisevent.

CALENDARS-Only onecopy of theRASCObserver’s
Calendar for 2004isgtill availableat $7.50 We havesix
copies of the Observer’s Handbook 2004. These
regularly sell for $23.95 but the SCAS gets them for
members at $14.50. Such adeal! The 2004 Year in
Space desk calendars are here, and nine are not yet
spokenfor. Y oucangetthemat the Nov. 12meetingfrom
Lenforthemeasly sumof $9.00 each.

Mount Wilson Observatory

| wenttotheAANC meetingat Berkley last month and|
met oneof theass stant astronomersfromtheMt. Wilson
Observatory. | learned that the 60" reflector rentsfor
$900anight andthat themonthsof April / October arethe
best months tobethere. See JaneHouston Jones’ article
onpage7for anicedescription of what anamateur night
canbe. If youwouldliketojoinasimilar SCASgroup,
pleasesend meanemail toregister your interest.

ﬂ SCAS Calendar D

Wed. November 127:30pm General M eetingat Proctor
TerraceElementary, SantaRosa

Fri.November 14 7:30p.m. Y oung Astronomersmeet
at AppleBlossom School

Mon. Nov. 17 and Tue. Nov. 18 Leonids meteor
shower peaks.

Thurs.November 20 Board meeting
Sat. November 29 Pamieri Observatory star party

Wed. December 10 7:30 pm General election and
Meeting at Proctor TerraceElementary, SantaRosa

Sat. December 27 SCAS Public Star Party, Youth
Community Park, SantaRosa
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SCAS" Public" Sar Party

Bruce Lotz, Coordinator (707) 576-7833
ablotz@sonic.net

Location: Y outhCommunity Park, locatedin SantaRosa
on thewest side of Fulton Road, between Guerneville
Road and Piner Road, just opposite Piner High School.
Almanac datafor thestar party:

Saturday, December 27

Sunset: 4:57 p.m. PST

End Astronomical Twilight: 6:32p.m.PST
Moonset: 10:02 p.m. PST

SRJC Planetarium
http://www.santarosa.edu/planetarium/

(707) 527-4465 or 527-4371

Santa Rosa Campus,Lark Hall, Room 2001
Showsareon Fridaysand Saturdaysat 7:00PM and 8:30
PM and Sundays at 1:30 PM and 3:00 PM during the
regular Fall and Spring semesters. Admissionis$4 Gen-
eral; $2 Studentsand Seniors. Ticketsaresold at thedoor
only, beginning 30minutesbeforeshowtime. Nochildren
underfive, please.

A parking permitisnow requiredat SRIC andisincluded
inthePlanetariumshow admissionprice. Pick upaparking
permitat theplanetariumwhenyoupay admission. Please
arriveearly enoughto placeyour permitonyour vehicle' s
dashboard beforetheshow starts.

Through November 23: Jovian Jour ney
Explorethefour outer gas planets, Jupiter, Saturn, Ura-
nusand Neptune, and thesmall iceworld of Pluto. Learn
about their many strange and fascinating moons. Learn
why Tritonismost likely not anatural satellite of Nep-
tune, discover the strange motion of Uranusand seethe
ringsof Saturn close-up.

November 28 - December 14: StarsOf Christmas
Wetake an extended | ook at our winter sky and some
of itsfascinating starsand deep sky objects. Onestar
notfoundonany star chartistheChristmasstar. We'll
look at astronomical eventsthat could havebeenthe
Christmasstar. We' |l alsotakeatraditional |ook at the
only scriptural mentionof thestar of Bethleheminthe
book of Matthew.
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SCAS* Geysers’ Sar Party
Mario Zelaya (707) 539-6423
zelayadesgns@sbegloba .net

Location: Palmieri Observatory, Mercuryville,CA
(on the slopes of Geyser Peak near The Geysers)
Altitude: ~2700 feet
Longitude: 122deg49min
Latitude:  38deg 46min
The next scheduled star party night will be November 29,
one week past new moon. For the last several monthsthis
has been a greatly underutilized resource for viewing or
astrophaotography. Now would be a great time for veteran
clubmemberstoinviteanewer member alongtolearnabout
thefacility. Please call Mario Zelayaif you plan to attend,
especially if you are going for the first time. The amanac
data for November 29:
Sunset - 4:51 p.m. PST
Moonset - 11:11 p.m.PST
End of twilight - 6:25 p.m.PST
Begintwilight - 5:34 am. PST
f N\

Robert H. Ferguson Observatory

PublicObserving
Phone: (707) 833-6979
http://www.rfo.org
" 7,
Threescopesareoperating: the14-inch SCT withaCCD
cameraintheeast wing, the8-inchrefractor under the
dome, andthe24-inch Dobsonianinthewestwing. The

next publicobservingopportunitiesare:

November 17 LeonidsMeteor Shower- free!
7p.m.open, outdoor viewingall night

November 22
Solar Viewing 11:00am. - 3:00 pm
Nightviewing  7:00 pm- midnight

November 28
Solar Viewing 11:00am. - 3:00 pm

Thereisnoadmissionfeeforthesolar or Leonidsviewing,
but donationsareappreciated. ThePark charges$4 per
vehicleforentry. A $2donationisrequestedforadmission
to the observatory during the night viewing sessions.
SCA Smembersarewel cometo set uptel escopesinthe
observatory parkinglottoassistwiththepublicviewing.
However, automobileaccessisclosedat dusk, soarrivals
after dusk will needto carry their equipmentinfromthe
parkingareaby thehorsestabl es.
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SSU Dept. of Physics& Astronomy

Observatory - PublicViewing
(707) 664-2267

November 14 7:00- 9:00p.m.
TriangulumGalaxy, CocoonNebula

December 5 7:00- 9:00p.m.
TheMoon, Dumbbell Nebula

The observatory isinside the football field at the SE
corner of thecampus, East Cotati Avenueand Petaluma
Hill Road, 2mileseast of U.S.101 at Cotati.

f N

SSU Lecture Series
“What Physicists Do’
http://www.phys-astro.sonoma.edu/wpd/

(707) 664-2119
N 2
Mondaysat 4:00p.m. DarwinHall Room 108
Coffeeat 3:30p.m.

Nov. 10 CRAWLING AND SEARCHING:
RESEARCH ROBOTSAT JPL
Robert Hogg of the Jet Propul sion L aboratory.

Nov.17THEDYNAMICLIFEOFATOMS
INMATERIALS

Dr.Roger W. Falconeof theU. C. Berkeley will describe

how themovement of atomsinsolidsandliquidscanbe

observed onultrafasttimescal esand ultrashort distance

scales.

Nov. 24 NEUTRINOSAND NOBELS

Dr. Joseph S. Tenn of Sonoma State University will
recount somehistory of themysteriousneutrinosandthe
scientists who have been honored in Stockholm for
discoveringtheir properties.

Dec. 1
INTOTHEDEPTHSOFTHEUNIVERSE:
THESLOANDIGITAL SKY SURVEY
Dr. Stephanie Snedden ('83) of New Mexico State
University andtheSloanDigital Sky Survey will describe
how positionsandabsol utebrightnessesof morethan 100
million celestial objects and distances to more than a
million galaxiesand quasarsarebeing measuredinthe

short spanof fiveyears.
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Morrison Planetarium
Dean Lecture Series

http://www.cal academy.org/planetarium/
(415) 750-7141

N\

November 18
TakingtheUniverse' sBaby Picture: ResultsFrom
theWilkinson MicrowaveAnisotropy Probe
Dr.David Spergel, PrincetonUniversity
By observing the tiny variations in the microwave
background, the left-over heat from the big bang,
cosmol ogistscaninferthephysical conditionsintheearly
universe. What arethei mplicationsof itsmeasurementsfor
the age, composition, and fate of the universe? These
observationsprovideinsightintothefirst momentsof the
big bang and test the bol d speculation that the universe
underwent aperiod of superexpansioncalledinflation.

(" Chabot Spaceand Science Center
http://www.chabotspace.org

(510) 336-7373

N

Thursday, November 20, 7:30pm

Target Earth: TheSearchfor NEO’s
Chabot Astronomer Ryan Diduck will speak onNEO’ s
(Near Earth Asteroids) andwhy thereisnow an
international effortto searchfor andtrack thesepotential
Earth-killers.

Check out the Chabot websitefor info on the telescope
buyer’ sexpoinNovember aswell. L otsof scopedemos.

Silicon Valley Astronomy Lecture Series
http://www.foothill.edu/ast/

(650) 949-7888

Wednesday, November 12, 7:00 pm

The Mystery of Black Holes

Dr. AlanDressler, Carnegielnstitution, will givea non-
technical illustratedtalk on: “ TheMystery of Black Holes’
intheSmithwick Thesater, Foothill College, LosAltosHills.
Thiseventisfreeand opentothepublic. Dr. Dresserwill
discusswhat black holesare, how they areformed, and
how astronomershave suspected, and then proven, that
black holes—fromtherdatively smal massof asinglestar
tothecolossal sizeof billionstars—actually exist.
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“The Amateur Scientist”
on CD-ROM

A Review by Keith Payea

Oneof my earliestingpirationswasthe* Amateur Scientist”

columninScientificAmericanmagazine. | wentthrough
all of theback issuesinmy HighSchool library, andfinaly
convinced my parentstoget asubscriptionfor me. While
| didn’t alwaysunderstandthearticlesintherest of the
magazine, that column madeevery issueworththeprice.
Unfortunately, Scientific Americanhasdroppedthecolumn
inthelast year or so. Thegood newsisthat you cannow
getevery columnonaCD-ROM! | purchasedacopy a
fewmonthsago, andtill finditvery interesting.

TheAmateur Scientist columnbeganinMay of 1928, and
for thefirst 25 yearsor so, it was dedicated entirely to
amateur astronomy. Therearehundredsof articlesabout
the construction of telescopesof every kind, aswell as
other kindsof astronomical instruments.

Eacharticleisratedfor cost, difficulty, danger, andutility.
Obvioudy, witharticlesthat goback 75years, someof the
information is out of date and of historical use only.
Amateur scientistswerea solessobsessedwithsafety in
yearsgoneby.

The articles appear to have been scanned in with an
Optical Character Recognition program, andthenedited
andformattedtoresemblethestyleof theorigina columns.
TheOCR givesbetter resultsthanasimplescan, but there
areafew spallingerrorswhichcreptinduringtheprocess.
Thedrawingsarerepresented by thumbnails, whichcanbe
enlarged. | foundit useful with someof themtoopenthe
drawingsinaseparatewindow sol couldrefer tothemas
| read thetext.

The CD-ROM can be browsed by date, or by subject.
Thesubjectindex containseight primary areasof interest,
and each of theseisfurther divided by sub-topic. For
instance, Astronomy has: Astrophotography, Celestial
Mechanics, Deep Space Objects, Lab Techniques,
Panetary Asronomy, RadioAstronomy, Solar Astronomy,
Sundias,and Telescopes.

My copy of the CD-ROM came with a second disk
containing a“ Science SoftwareLibrary”. This"free’
softwareprovestheoldadagethat “ you get what you pay
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Missthe RTMC Swap Meet?

You Can Sill Go to Mt. Diablo!
TheMt. DiabloAstronomical Society hasitsannual sales
meeting on November 18. Wewel comepeopletobring
itemsfor saleortocomeandbrowseforitemstopurchase.
Weonly ask that you donate5% of thesalespricetothe
club. Wewelcomeall itemsthat arerelated to amateur
astronomy whichisinterpretedtoinc udetel escopemaking,
photography, CCD andother related materials. Thesales
meeting beginsat 7:15and doorsopenat 6:45p.m..

Themeetingisat the Concord Police Training Center,
located conveniently near theintersection of Route4and
Willow PassRoad. For detail ed directions, contact me
andl will sendthem.

JmScaa
e-mail: jscaa2@comcast.net
web: http://home.comcast.net/~jscala2

for”. Many of theprogramsarevery oldandwill runonly
under DOS. Others are demo versions of expensive
software. Thereareafew gemsburiedinthere, butittakes
someseriousdigging.

Hereareafew of theprogramsyoumightfindinteresting:
. WinOrbit- Thisprogramwill track and display
theorbitsof satellites. Itisintendedfor Amateur Radio,
andwill driveanantennarotator totrack thesatellitefor
radio communication. | don’t see any reason why it
couldn’ tdriveamotorizedtel escope, assumingthescope
couldkeepupwiththesatelliteasit crossedthesky.

. There are about a half dozen star charting
programs,includingonepair caled SkyChartand Sky Sight
whichteamuptocontrol CCD cameraequi ppedtel escopes.
. NEWT isaNewtonian Telescopedesignprogram
whichdoesray tracingand canhel poptimizethediagonal
designand check for commonoptical problems.

. InteractiveRay Traceisamoregenera purpose
optica designprogramwhichincludessomeother optical
elementssuchaslensesandgratings

Thesearejusttheastronomy-relatedprograms. Thereare
others, covering Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Earth
Science. If youarelikeme, and Astronomy isjust onepart
of ageneral interestinscience, you can’t beat thisCD-
ROM. It will give you hours of enjoyable, thought
provokingreading.
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The SFAA'sVist To Mt. Wilson

by JaneHouston Jones

A triptoMount Wilsonisawaysamazing. The sunset
colorsthe 100-inch Hooker tel escope dometo asubtle
shadeof pink. A walk onthewoodenwal kwaysbetween
the 60 and 100-inch domestraces the steps of famous
astronomers, past and present. After sunset thistimeof
year thesky darkensquickly. By 7:30 p.m. October 18,
2003 we were observing through the historic 60-inch
GeorgeRitchey f/16telescope. Y ou canread moreabout
thetelescope and the others on themountainin Mount
Wilson Observatory Association VP Mike Simmon’s
articleontheMt. Wilsonwebpage.
http:/Aww.mtwilson.edw/

Ourtel escopeoperator for thenight wasDaveJurasevich
andMikeS mmonsassistedhim. VirginiaBogdanovich,
who operatestheadjacent Mt. Wilson16-inch, andisthe
LAASVPtoo, a sohel ped out and showed meher Mars
sketches. Wehadasmall grouponthisSFAA clubnight
- just 8 observers- so that meant we got to view many
moreobjectsthanusual betweendusk anddawn. Groups
canreservethetelescopefor nightssuchasthis. Detailsare
ontheMWOA website.

Ourfirsttargetsinthe60-inchwereEpsilonLyra,M 13
and Campbell’ s Hydrogen Star, Pk 64+5.1, 19h 34m
45.2s+3031.01" inCygnus. Thissmall planetary, shows
a small red disk around the orange star. In amateur
telescopesthisisone object that respondswell to aH-
Betafilter. 240X using the 100mm (4-inch diameter)
Kellner eyepiece. Next we moved to the Ring Nebul a,
M57. My sketchreveal edtwostarsinthecenter. Themag
15.7 central star, aplanet-sizedwhitedwarf, and afainter
companion. | alsoobservedknotsand bright spotsinthe
shell around the star. Mike and Dave pulled up Brian
Skiff’ sRing Photometry and wecompared my sketchto
the chart. | saw and sketched the mag 14.7 and 14.9
doublestarsnorth of theplanetary nebulae, andthemag
15.6star ononeside. Here' sanicechartfor thisproject.
http://c3po.cochise.cc.az.us/astro/images/
M57!'dss2_3,jpg.

Thesewere observedat 240X usingthe100mm (4-inch
diameter) Kellner eyepieceand 400x usingthe60mm (4-
inchdiameter) Erfle. Thedomewasrotated and our next
targets were Neptune and its moon Triton, Mars and
Delmos, and Uranusshowing4 moons, mag 14 Titania,
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mag 14.2 Oberon, mag14.4 Ariel and someof ussaw mag
15.1 Umbrial. We did not see mag 16.6 Miranda. |
thought | saw alighter areaontheplanet disk, butitcould
havejust beenthat theoppositelimbdarkening madethe
rest of theplanetlook lighter.

Wenexttriedsomefaintglobularswithingalaxies. G1or
Mayall 11,00 3246.5+39 3441 Mag 13.7. A globular
clusterintheAndromedagal axy definitely lookedjustlike
Roland Chrigtian’ simagehere.
http://voltaire.csun.edw'roland/mayd| 2.htm

Afuzzy ova withtwofainter sarsmadeatriangle. Thetwo
fainter starsaremag 15totheSW andanevenfainter star
to the NW. Deep Sky Magazine issue 32, has agreat
articleandfinder chartsby Paul Hodge, which | haveused
onpreviousobservingnightswithmy 17.5incher tosee
theseobjects.. G156004225.3+405718Mag 15.6 was
very near thecoreof M 32. Faint stellar objectin-between
two stars. Then we observed G57in M110. Exactly 5
yearsagotothedate, | observedthesesameglobularsat
Fiddletown!

http://www.g aa.net/eph/9812h.html

| wasreally enjoyingthesebut everyonee sewantedtoget
back to the big and the bright, so on we moved. High
surfacebrightnessobyj ectsl ook best throughthi stel escope,
sowelooked at several planetary nebulaeand| sketches
someof them. Two planetariesareworth noting: NGC
1514in Tauruswasvisiblewhileholdingan Oll1 filter
betweeneyeandeyepiece. |C418(thered Planetary) in
Taurusisagresat object showingtwoshells, theouter one
red.. We also observed the Saturn Nebula, the Blue
Snowbd| (everyonesfavorite), thePerseusDoubleClugter,
M76, M42, Sirius B, Gamma Andromeda, and later
Jupiter and Saturn.

Our lasttarget wasthemoon. It wasamedat Copercicus
everyonethought, except when| took alook, | noticedit
was Buliadus (RUKL 53), another deep crater with a
crumpledrimanddebrisall around. Sol showedeveryone
KiesandthedomeKiesPi and another unnamed dome
nearby. Thenwemovedthetel escopeto Copernicus,and
observedthemany lunar domesintheregion. (RUKL 31).
Dawnwasbrighteningthesky. It wasafter 6:00a.m. It
wastimetocall itanight.

My sketchesfromthisMt. Wilsontriparehere:
http:/Aww.whiteoaks.com/sketches/60inch.htm
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YoungAstronomers
October Meeting Report

The October 17th meeting at Apple Blossom School
featured Jane Houston Jonesgiving apresentation onthe
Milky Way Galaxy. After the presentation, therewasa
small star party, in which Jane pointed out some of the
moreinteresting sightsin the Fall sky, emphasizing the
bodiesin and around the Milky Way.

Theeveninggtartedoff at about 7:15withMelissaDowney,
the new club President, asking for nominees for the
position of Vice President. Nobody wasvoted into the
position, but somepeoplevolunteered. Thefloor wasthen
turned over toMs. Jonesfor her talk.

Janedistributedactivity sheetsandpencilstostart her talk.
Theactivity sheetsrequiredthat theparticipantfill outhis
or her gdacticaddress, fromtheclassroomof theperson’s
school up to the name of the galaxy cluster (the Local
Group). Inhertalk, Janeel aboratedonthis, andalsogave
informationabout what theMilky Way galaxy lookslike
andof what material itiscomposed. Jane’ stalk wasfilled
withwonderful photographsof stellar objects.

Afterthetalk, therewasasmall reception, with cookies,
juice, and coffeeavailable, andthenthestar party.

Sonomaskies, November 2003
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/YoungAstronomers Calendar

Nov. 14 - The L eonids M eteor Shower
Presenter, JaneHouston Jones

Dec.12- Auroras
Presenters, MerlinCombsand LenNelson

Meetingsstartat 7:30p.m. at A ppleBlossom School,
700 Water Trough Road, Sebastopol. The multi-
purposehall isthe’large’ buildingontheright sideof

theschool that oneseesfromthemainparkinglot.
\ /

YoungAstronomer Off To Saturn!

Wehavelateword that the November 14 meeting will be
our last opportunity in sometimeto hear Jane Houston
Jones speak asa‘local.” She hasjust been appointed
Senior Outreach Speciaist for the Cassini mission at the
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena.
Cassini isthe unmanned space probe onitsway to Sat-
urn, whereit will gointo orbit in June 2004. Janewill be
writing and managing projectshaving to dowith outreach
with kidsof all ages. Sheand Mojo will bemoving to
Pasadena soon, so don’t missthis opportunity to hear
one of Jane'swonderful presentations, and to wish her
and Mojowell intheir new venture. Hmm, how about a

Telescope Raffle

SCA Shasreceived anunused M eadebeginner’ stelescope
whichwill beraffledasafundraiserintimefor Christmas.
It is a4.5-inch Newtonian on a motorized equatorial
mount. Thetelescopewill beavailableforinspectionatthe
Nov. 12 meeting, and thedrawing held at theend of the
Dec. 10 meeting. Ticketsare$1.00 each or 6 for $5.00
and canbepurchased at either meeting. Y oudo not need
tobepresenttowin. Thisisagreat opportunity toinvite
non-SCA Sfriendstocomejoininthefun. Thisscopeis
ready to use asyou seeit in the picture, no assembly
required. Comescompletewithavideotapeusersguide.

Specifications:

Model Number: 114EQ-DH4

Mirror:4.5" Focal length: 910mm Focal ratio: F/8
Eyepieces- 3Modified Achromatics: 25mm, 12.5mm,
and 4mmplusa3x Barlow, all 0.965-inchdiameter
Rack & pinioneyepiecefocuser; 5x 24mmfinder telescope
Hand controller (uses5AA batteries, notincluded)
NetWeight: 23 pounds

condo at Mt. Wilson?

The Meade 114EQ Raffle Prize



