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AANC Announces
Messer Marathon

For 2004, thebest weekendfor theM essier Marathonwill
be March 20-21, 2004. New Moon occurs March 21.
MembersplanningaMessier Marathonshould contactthe
AANC Messier Coordinator, Michael Portuesi
(president@sfaa-astronomy.org), withthefollowing:

Name of Organization, Date/Time of Event, Place of
Event (directionstosited sowe come), Specid ingructions
(permits, registrationnecessary, opentomembersonly,
arrivebeforesunset, etc.), Contact person, with phone
and/oremall.

Visit the SEDS (Students for the Exploration and
Development of Space) web pagehttp://www.seds.org/
foraguideandlinkstoseveral onlineresources.

Messier M arathon Gener al | nformation
http://seds.| pl.arizona.edu/messi er/xtra/marathon/
marathon.html

2004 M essier M arathon Detailed Info
http://seds.| pl .arizona.edu/messi er/xtra/marathon/
mm2004.html

Messier Marathon Search Sequence L ist
http://seds.| pl.arizona.edu/messi er/xtra/marathon/
marath3.html (icons)

http://seds.I pl.arizona.edu/messi er/xtra/marathon/
marathl.html (text)

Messier Marathon Observer’sFormsé& L og Sheets
http://seds.I pl.arizona.edu/messi er/xtra/marathon/
marathl.txt

Al

http://www.geocities.com/sftonkin/messier/mess og.htm

YOUNG ASTRONOMERS, turn to back page for
the Young Astronomers Newsl etter.

TEKTITES.
What are
They?Where
Can You Find
Them?

Dr. RolfeEricksonwill answer thesequestionsand show
samplesof tektitesat the SCA Smeeting February 11 at
7:30PM. Mesting placedetail sareon Page2. A mapcan
befound at www.sonomaskies.org

Dr. Ericksonisaprofessor at SonomaStateUniversity
(SSU) specidizinginvol canol ogy, computer applications
andfieldstudies. HehasaPh.D.inGeochemistry fromthe
University of Arizona, enjoystalkingabout tektitesand
playingthebanjoinhissparetime.
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SCAS MEMBERSHIP

M EETINGSAND STAR PARTIES

M ember ship M eetingstakeplaceat 7:30 PM onthesecond
Wednesday of each month, in the Multipurpose Room of
Proctor Terrace Elementary School on Bryden Lane near
Fourth Street in Santa Rosa, unless otherwise announced
in this publication. The publicisinvited.

Star Partiesareheld monthly onthe Saturday nearest the
1st quarter moonat Y outh Community Park in SantaRosa.

Accessto GeysersObserving Site: The siteislocked to
public access. For use during monthly star parties, SCAS
memberscan obtainthecombinationtothegatelock tothe
site by contacting any board member listed to the right.

Dues

Membership duesare $25, renewable June 1 of each year.
New membersjoining between December 1andMay 31 may
pay partial-year duesof $12.50.

DiISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTIONS

SCAS offers discount subscriptions to Sky & Telescope
Magazine. New subscribers, send a check for $32.95
payable to “SCAS’, along with your complete mailing
address, directly to: Larry McCune, 544 ThymePlace, San
Rafael, CA 94903. For renewal s, send himyour check with
the completed renewal card and return envelope.

Subscriptions to Astronomy Magazine through SCAS
occur yearly in October. Check Sonoma Skiesfor details.

ReNTAL TELESCOPES

SCA Smembersaredligibletoborrow tel escopesfor a$s per
week donation. Five telescopes are available: 8" and 5"
Celestron SCTs, each complete with clock drive and in-
verter; 8" and 12.5" Newtonianson Dobsonian mounts; an
80mm refractor on motorized equatorial mount. Contact
Joan Thorntonat 707-762-0594.

NEWSLETTER

Sonoma Skies is the newsletter of the Sonoma County
Astronomical Society (SCAS) andispublishedeachmonth.
Subscription is included as part of membership to the
Society.

Articles, news items and member announcements for
Sonoma Skiesarewel come. Submissionsmust betypedor,
if oncomputer media, inacommonly usedword processing
and/or graphics format, and may include graphics (pic-
tures, drawings, etc.) They are published onaFCFSbasis,
space permitting, and may be edited. The deadline for
articlesfor theMarch 2004 issueisFebruary 24.

Mail To: SCAS, P.O. Box 183, SantaRosa, CA 95402
Editor: Cecelia Yarnell, ceceliay@sbcglobal .net

www.sonomaskies.org
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SCASELEcCTED BOARD

PRESIDENT
Keith Payea 566-8935 kpayea@bryantlabs.net

V1CcE-PRESIDENT & PROGRAM DIRECTOR
June Ferguson 762-7064 justica809@bigfoot.com

TREASURER
Larry McCune (415)492-1426 |Imccune@comcast.net

SECRETARY
Loren Cooper 525-8737 lorenco@sonic.net

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
Harry Linder 542-9167 harry@sonic.net

CoMMUNITY AcTIVITIES DIRECTOR
Len Nelson 763-8007 |ennelsn@comcast.net

PusLicaTioNs DIRECTOR
Cecelia Yarnell 569-9663 ceceliay@sbcglobal.net

SCASAPPOINTED PosITIONS

AMATEUR TELESCOPE M AKING
Seve Follett 542-1561 sfollett@sonic.net

Y oUNG ASTRONOMERS ADVISOR
Gary Jordan 829-5288 SeraMolly@aol.com

STRIKING SPARK S PROGRAM
& SparRks DAY COORDINATOR
Len Nelson 763-8007 |ennelsn@comcast.net

LIBRARIAN

Joan Thornton 762-0594 phonyjoanie@earthlink.net

PusLic StaArR PARTY COORDINATOR
Bruce Lotz 576-7833 ablotz@sonic.net

SCASLibrary

Joan Thornton 762-0594
phonyjoanie@earthlink.net
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SCAS has alibrary of astronomy books that may be
checkedout by membersat SCA Smestings. Requirements
arethat youbeaSCA Smember and provide Joanwith
your nameand phonenumber.

Booksmay beborrowed for aperiod of onemonth and
returned at the next meeting. Videotaped lectures on
astronomy areavailablefor rent at $3 per month.

New totheLibrary: Professor Joe Tenn of Sonoma
StateUniversity hasdonated severa astronomy textbooks.


mailto: kpayea@bryantlabs.net
mailto: justica809@bigfoot.com
mailto: llmccune@comcast.net
mailto: lorenco@sonic.net
mailto: harry@sonic.net
mailto: lennelsn@comcast.net
mailto: ceceliay@sbcglobal.net
mailto: sfollett@sonic.net
mailto: SieraMolly@aol.com
mailto: lennelsn@comcast.net
mailto: phonyjoanie@earthlink.net
mailto: ablotz@sonic.net
mailto: ceceliay@sbcglobal.net
www.sonomaskies.org
mailto: phonyjoanie@earthlink.net

SonomaSkies, February 2004

The Semi-Sirius Astronomer
by HerbLarsen

20-meter Telescope on Mauna Kea,Hawaii.

(e N

SCASEgroup URL

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scas
RobertLeyland r.leyland@verizon.net

N 2

Any SCASmember iswelcometojoin. Themajority of
trafficisabout going observing, observing reportsand
astronomy rel ated news. Weget newsitemsfromAANC
and Sky & Telescopeand chat about astronomy. Tojoin
either visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scas and
click the Join button or send an e-mail to
scas-subscri be@yahoogroups.com

Editor’ sNote: Many peoplehavebrought tomy attention
that atimely newd etter isthemost useful.

In order to accomplish this goal, | do request that al
articlesfor theMarchissuebeinmy handsnolater than
February 24th. Thank Y ou!
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President’s Column

WecometotheWeb!

By Keith Payea

WEéll, the SonomaCounty Astronomical Society finally
hasapresenceontheWeb! Wenow haveaweb pageat
www.sonomaskies.org.Wechose* sonomaskies’ becauise
“scas’ wastaken - by another astronomy club. Butdon’t
worry, if anyonedoesasearchfor anythinglike Sonoma
County Astronomical
Society, they’ll findus. It's
just a simple page, but at
least peoplewill beableto
findoutaboutusby searching
the web. Throughout the
year,|’ll beaddingtotheste
so that anyone can find
everythingthey needtoknow
about the SCAS and our
programsandour events. If
you haveany suggestions,
letmeknow.

Speaking of the World Wide Web, | ran acrossagreat
articleonY ahootoday. A gentleman by thenameof Stu
Megan discovered anew asteroid by looking through
thousandsof photographswhicharepublicly availableon
the web. He is a volunteer with a program called
Spacewatch, associatedwiththeUniversity of Arizona.
ThephotoscomefromtheKitt Peak Nationa Observatory.
The University and the Observatory have automated
programstofindandtrack largeobjects, butthey rely on
volunteerstolook for smaller asteroids.

Thisprogram highlightsaproblemthat many scientific
programshave. Thereisfar moredataavailablethanthe
researchers can review on their own. Thisiswhy the
Seti @Homeproject wasstarted to harnessthe power of
idlecomputersfor crunchingdata. | suspectwewill see
moreprogramslikethese, usingvolunteerstodigthrough
mountai nsof untappedinformation. Of course, thereare
a soredl researchopportunitiesfor anyonewil lingtospend
thetimeminingthedata.

Keith Payea

By theway, theobject missed usby overamillionmiles,
and was small enough (about 60 by 120 feet) to have
burnedupintheatmosphere. Forthefull story, gotothe
Spacewatchwebsiteat: http://spacewatch.|pl.arizona.eduw/

Tomakesuggestionsor ask mequestions, pleasesendme
anemail at kpayea@bryantlabs.net
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Morrison Planetarium
Dean LectureSeries
http://www.cal academy.org/planetarium/
(415) 750-7141

\ -

Tickets are now on sale for the Spring 2004 Series:
“ Astrobiology And The Search For Life”

March1Topic:
“WhereDoWeGo From Here?
A Searchfor Other Earths’

Dr. DebraFischer, University of California at Berkeley

Sincethemid-1990’ s, astronomershavedetected more
than 100 planets orbiting nearby stars. How do these
planetsform?lsour solar systemunusua ?Why didn’ tthe
first starsin our Galaxy have any planets? What are
NASA'’ splansfor thenext generation of planet searches?

See the CAS website for future Dean Lectures.

New L ectur eL ocation: Duringthereconstructionof the
Academy, theDeanL ectureshavetemporarily movedto
the San Francisco Jewish Community Center at 3200
CdiforniaStreet (at PresdioAvenue). Parkingisavailable
across the street in the UCSF Laurel Heights campus
parkinglotfor $1.25 per night. Parkinginthe JCC garage
is$1.25 per half-hour.

Chabot Spaceand Science Center
http://www.chabotspace.org
(510) 336-7373

Saturday, March 6, 6:30 PM

Biocosm — TheNew Scientific Theory
of Evolution: Intelligent Lifel stheArchitect
of theUniverse

Complexity theorist JamesN. Gardner will speak about
hisgroundbreakingtheory that lifeandintelligencehave
not emergedinaseriesof random Darwinianaccidents,
but are hardwired into the cycle of cosmic creation,
evolution, death, andrebirth. Gardner proposesthat our
universehasbeendeliberatel y engineeredtopromotelife
andintelligenceand, infact, requireslifeandintelligencein
order to mediatethereproduction of thecosmosafter the
BigCrunch. Book signingwill follow|ecture.
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SCAS Public Star Party

BruceL otz, Coordinator
ablotz@sonic.net (707) 576-7833

Thesearepublicevents; al areinvited. Memberswith
scopesareencouragedtoattend. Itisanopportunity todo
someplanetary astronomy withfellow observersat an
easy-to-get-tosite.

Location: Y outhCommunity Park, locatedin SantaRosa
onthewest side of Fulton Road, between Guerneville
Road and Piner Road, just oppositePiner High School .

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28

Sunset:  6:02PM PST
End Astronomical Twilight:  7:30 PM PST
Moonset: 2:44 AM PST

7

Robert H. Ferguson Observatory
PublicObserving
http://www.rfo.org (707) 833-6979

N\

UpcomingEvents

Feb 10: Night Sky Winter Series, 7:00 PM

Feb 17: Night Sky Winter Series, 7:00 PM

Feb14: ObservingLab*“ Star Death”, 7:00 PM

Mar 15: Intro. to Astronomy and Observing, 7:00 PM
May 6: How to Use Y our Scope, 7:30 PM

May 11: Spring/Summer Night Sky Seriesbegins

Registrationisrequiredfor theseclasses

PublicViewing: Threescopesareoperating: thel4-inch
SCT with aCCD camerain the east wing, the 8-inch
refractor under thedome, andthe24-inchDobsonianin
thewestwing. Thenext publicobserving opportunities:

February 21

Solar Viewing 11:00AM - 3:00 PM

Nightviewing 7:00PM - Midnight
There is no admission fee for the solar viewing, but
donations are appreciated. The Park charges $4 per
vehicleforentry. A $2donationisregquestedfor admission
to the observatory during the night viewing sessions.
SCA Smembersarewel cometo set uptelescopesinthe
observatory parkinglottoass st withthepublicviewing.
However, automobileaccessisclosedat dusk, soarrivals
after dusk will needtocarry their equipmentinfromthe
parking areaby thehorsestables.


www.chabotspace.org
http://www.rfo.org
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SRJC Planetarium
http://www.santarosa.edu/pl anetarium/
(707) 527-4465 or 527-4371

\

Santa Rosa Campus,Lark Hall, Room 2001

Shows are on Fridays and Saturdays at 7:00 PM and
8:30PM and Sundaysat 1:30 PM and 3:00 PM during
theregular Fall and Spring semesters. Admissionis$4
Genera; $2 Studentsand Seniors. Ticketsaresold at the
door only, beginning 30 minutesbeforeshow time. No
childrenunderfive, please.

A parkingpermitisnow requiredat SRICandisincluded
in the Planetarium show admission price. Pick up a
parking permitat theplanetariumwhenyoupay admission.
Pleasearriveearly enoughto placeyour permitonyour
vehicle sdashboard beforetheshow starts.

Black Holesto Galaxies—ends February 22

New Show: DiscoveringPlanets

February 27 - April 4
Astronomershavenow discovered many planetsbeyond
Pluto, over 100 of them around distant stars. In this
programwe |l look at theworldof planets. Startingwith
our ownsolar systemwe’ |l learnwhy planetsorbit stars
andwhat typesof planetsexist. Then, outintointerstellar
space as we learn how astronomers find extrasolar
planetsand comparethosedistant kintoplanetsfoundin
our solar system.

(e N

SSU L ectureSeries
“What PhysicistsDo”
http://www.phys-astro.sonoma.edu/wpd/
(707) 664-2267

N Y

Mondaysat 4:00PM, DarwinHall Room 108

Feb. 23—First results from the Spitzer Space
Telescope

Dr. LuisaRebull of the Spitzer ScienceCenter, Caltech
will discusstheveryfirst resultsfromthe Spitzer Space
Telescope, NASA’ sfourthandfinal great observatory.

Mar. 1—Recent Advancesin Solar Electric Power

Dr. Charlie Gay of SunPower will discuss the latest
advancesin solar cell manufacturing and theexciting
rangeof usesseeingcommercial successworldwide.

Striking Spar kpa?

By Len Nelson, 2004 Sparks Co-coordinator
lennelsn@comcast.net  (707) 763-8007

Over the past 18 years, the SCAS has produced and
awarded 182 Striking Sparks Telescopes to Sonoma
County students. We are making good progress on the
telescopestobeawarded at our March 27th Cel ebration.
Hereisabrief recap:

Sponsors: Thusfar, we have nineof theten tel escopes
sponsored. Will you be the one to sponsor the tenth?
Pleasecontact meif youareinterested.

Mirrors: SteveFollett reportsthat wearewel | ahead of
schedule. 7 out of 10 arefinishedand 3arenearly so.

Wor kshop: Itwill beheld Saturday, 2/7,inCloverdale
under theablesupervisionof Lynn Anderson. Thosewho
expressed aninterestinhel ping havebeen contacted and
we' |l haveaprogressreportintheMarchissue.

Applications: They weremailedto schoolsin Sonoma
County on Thursday, 1/22. Nomorethan 3studentsinany
one class can submit applications. They are asked to
answer, in ashort essay format, “ Why | Would Liketo
Have a Telescope.” We generally receive about 200
applications. The first Saturday of March, the SCAS
Board reviews each letter and by the end of along day
selects the 10 winning essays. The winners and their
teachersaretel ephonedthesameday withthegood news.

Final Assembly: Thebigday for assemblingtheStriking
Sparkstel escopesisscheduledfor March 13th. If youare
interestedinhel ping, pleasecontact me.

Striking SparksDay: March27th. Thiseventrequiresa
largegroupeffort. Weneedvolunteerstostepforwardto
coordinatethefollowingareasof responsbility:

1.Welcometable/raffleticket sales.

2. Setuptablesfor approximately 120 peopleincludingthe
pot luck tableand coffee/soft drink table.

3.Kitchencoordination.

4. Photography (MerlinCombsand| generally takecare
of thisbutif you areinterested pleaselet meknow).

5. StageSetting (Larry McCuneand SteveFal lett generdly
coordinatethisareabut helpisalwaysneeded).

6. Assembleposter boardswithwinning essays& photos.
7.Coordinatetheevening' sraffleandset uptheprizetable.

8. Other: To be determined! Watch this space in next
month’ sof Sonoma Skies.


http://www.santarosa.edu/planetarium/
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Public Astronomy

by Len Nelson
SCASCommunity ActivitiesDirector

lennel sn@comcast.net (707) 763-8007

S

Wehadthreesuccessful school star partiesinJanuary at
Grant Elementary, Austin Creek Elementary and Dunham
Elementary. Thanksgotothefollowingindividual sthat
gaveof their timeand enthusiasmto spark themindsof
students(and parents): Merlin Combs, Robert Johnston,
Eric Chazankin, Dave Smith, Robert Leyland, Loren
Cooper, EmilioRicci and JohnWhitehouse.

AttheGrant Elementary Star Party, two prior Striking
Sparks winnersjoined us to show the wonders of the
heavens: LauraCampbell & NikoleTeagarden.

Following are sometestimonialsreceived from Grant
Elementary Sthgraders:

“Dear Astronomers: Y our party wasOut Of ThisWorld!
Itwasamazing. | wasamazed at theOrion Nebulaandthe
AndromedaGal axy wasbeautiful! Saturnwassocool. |

could even see Titan! | just wanted to say thank you.”
—MorreaHenderson

“Thank you for teaching me so much about the stars. |
never knew starsand planetscouldbeso cool. That was
thebest star party ever. Thank Y ou.” —Trevor

“Thanks for showing me all those cool stars!! Saturn
looked awesome!” —AdamNizibian

“Thankyouastronomers! Y ouguysROCK!” —Thomas

School Star Parties- February:
Loren Cooper will be coordinating for February.

Feb. 18 (Wed.) 7:00 PM (or alternate night of Friday,
2/20)—Strawberry Elementary School in SantaRosa

Feb. 26 (Thurs.) 7:00 PM—Windsor Creek Elementary
inWindsor - ScienceNight

School Star Parties- M ar ch:

Mar.8(Mon.) 7:30 PM (or alternate date of Tuesday,
3/9)—MeadowsElementary School inPetaluma

Mar.11(Thurs.) 7:30PM (or alternatenight of Friday,
3/12)—Miwok Elementary School inPetaluma

Mar. 19 (Fri.) 7:30 PM—Evergreen Elementary in
Rohnert Park

Mar.26(Fri.) 7.30PM—HiddenValley Elementary in
SantaRosa

Mar.29(Mon.) 7:.30 PM (or alternatedateof Tuesday,
3/30)—St. Vincent, DePaul Elementary in Petaluma

SonomaSkies, February 2004

Photo court&sf/ Len Nelson

SPOTLIGHT ON THE RENTAL FLEET
No.4: ScHMITT-CASSEGRAIN

Thismonthwecontinuefeaturingthesd ectionof telescope
typesavailablefor rentfromtheSCAS. Inpreviousissues
we showed an 8-inch Celestron SCT, an 80mm
equatoria ly-mountedrefractor andan8-inchNewtonian
reflector onaDobsonianalt-azimuthmount.

Thepictureshowsa5-inch Celestron SCT, sophisticated
enough for astrophotography. It comescompletewith
twooculars; 24mmand 12mm Celestron plus2x Barlow
Diagonal. Ithasal2v Battery clock driveandinverter to
runthemotorizedequatoria mount. For astrophotography,
itincludesaT-adapter, extender and counterwei ghts.

Silicon Valley Astronomy
LectureSeries
http://www.foothill.edu/ast/
(650) 949-7888

\ -

Seetheirwebsitefor currenttopics. Nonew information
waspublishedat thetimeof thiswriting.
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The A-Train

CloudSat, to be launched November 2004, will takeits place as
part of the “ A-Train” of satellites flying in formation to take
closelytimed snapshotsusing 14 different measuringinstruments

NASA Space PLACE
Flying in Formation
By Patrick L. Barry

Y oucanamost seethetabl oid headlinesnow: “ Midwest
farmer spiesUFO squadronflyinginformation!” “ First
sgnsof imminentaieninvasion,” thesubtitlewill read.

Beginningnextyear, aseriesof chalenging, high-precison
launcheswill insertfour satellitesintoorbitswithjustthe
rightatitude, position,andorbital inclinationtofollowin
lock-step behind NASA’s Aquasatellite (launched in
May 2002). Scientists have dubbed this squadron of
satdllitesthe® A-Train.” BesdesAqua, theceestid parade
willincludeCloudsat, CALIPSO, PARASOL,andAura

In April 2004, NASA will launch CloudSat, an Earth-
observingsatdlitewithuniquecl oud-measurement abilities.
These measurementswill fill animportant rolein our
understandingof globa climatechange, makinglong-term
climatechangescenariosmoreaccurateand dependable.

By passinginformationover thesameswathof landwithin
secondsor minutesof each other, thesatelliteswill give
scientistssnapshotsof essentially thesamesceneusinga
total of 14 different measuring instruments. CloudSat
alonecarriesone: amillimeter-wavel engthradar sounder.

Thissounder—thefirst of itskind put into orbit—Iets
scientists seeavertical “dlice” of the atmosphere that
showsclouds, water, andicebetweenthegroundand 30
kmaltitude, withavertical resolutionof 0.5km. Evenby
itself, thisinstrument would provide animportant and
uniqueview of Earth’ satmosphere, sincetheaccurate
portrayal of cloudsisoneof theglaringweaknesseswith
currentsimulationsof climatechange.

Butthiscloud dataiseven moreva uablewhen combined
with measurements from the other satellitesin the A-
Train—for example, air temperature, trace gases, and
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SCASMembership

byHarryLinder,Membership Director
(707) 542-9167 harry@sonic.net

Pleasehel p uskeep costsdown. Consider receiving our
newsd etter Sonoma Skiesine ectronic(.pdf) format. It's
easy. Anemail withalink tothecurrentfileissenttoall

memberseachmonth. Y oucanchoose thelow-resolution:
versonforonlineviewingandfaster download. Thehigh-

resolutionversiontakeslonger but printsnicely.

Y our participationwill savetheclubmoney inpostageand
hel pusintryingtoforestall anincreaseindues. If youagree
torecelveonly thed ectronicversion, pleaseemail Harry
Linder (harry@sonic.net). Thanks.

SCAS“Geysers’ Star Party
MarioZelaya
zel ayadesigns@sbcglobal .net (707) 539-6423

N )

Location: Palmieri Observatory, Mercuryville,CA
(on the slopes of Geyser Peak near The Geysers)
Altitude: ~2700 feet
Longitude: 122deg49min
Latitude:  38deg 46min
Thenext scheduled star party night will be February 21, the
day after the new moon. Dress warmly, and take your
Thermos bottles! Please call Mario Zelayaif you plan to
attend, especialy if you are going for the first time. The
almanac datafor February 20-21.:
Sunset - 5:55 PM PST
Moonset - 7:35 PM PST
End of twilight - 7:23 PM PST
Begintwilight - 5:26 AM PST

radiationintoand out of theatmosphere. Scientistscan
then seeconnectionsbetween, say, temperatureandthe
resulting behavior of clouds. A better understanding of
theseconnectionsisoneof themost sought-after goal sof
climateresearch, becausechangestoglobal cloud cover
would, in turn, have a feedback effect on global
temperatures.

Thereal story of thissatellitesquadronmay not makethe
tabloid headlines, but at |east there’ sevidencethat the
imminentthreat of climatechangeisredl.

Learn more about CloudSat and the A-Train at
cloudsat.atmos.col ostate.edu


mailto: zelayadesigns@sbcglobal.net
cloudsat.atmos.colostate.edu
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Slronomer' s

Newsletter of the Young Astronomers of the
Sonoma County Astronomical Society

February 2004 Volume XI1 No. 2
M ar S A GREAT SOURCE FOR
|
by Gary Jordan M ARSROVER | NFORMATION!

For aslong ashumanshave observed thenight sky, the
planet Marshasfascinatedandintrigued us. Scientistsare
now inthemidst of their most ambitiousmissionsever to
study theRed Planet, and unlock itssecrets.

Asthe rovers Spirit
and Opportunity
embark upon their
missonsof discovery,
thetopicof ourY oung
Agtronomersmesting |
on February 13this
Mars. Join us for a
presentationthatwill |
provide ageneral background of Mars, from the way
ancientcivilizationsthought of theplanet, tohumankind’ s
many attemptsinrecent decadestorobotical ly explorethis
forbiddingworld.

Seebe owfor meetingtimeand place. Weather permitting,
therewill beanobserving sessionafter thepresentation, so
bringyour telescope!

/

Young Astronomer s Calendar

February13: General Meeting
Topic:Mars

Presenter Gary Jordan
General Meeting

Topic: RadioAstronomy
Presenter: KeithPayea

Mesetingsstartat 7:30PM. at AppleBlossom Schoal,
700 Water Trough Road, Sebastopol. The multi-
purposehallisthe'large’ buildingontherightsideof
theschool that oneseesfromthemainparkinglot.
- J

March12:

The Planetary Society in Pasadena has a website
www.planetary.org with awealth of information for
studentsabout thecurrent M arsmissions. Ontheir site;

Doyou knowthelocal timeon Mars? Ask oneof The
Planetary Society’ sStudent Astronauts.

TheMarsDial resultedfrom
abrainstormof Bill Nyethe
Science Guy, a Planetary
Society board member.

TheStudent Astronauts—16
young peoplefrom 12 different countries—will work at
JPL inteamsof two, each pair remainingoneweek. They
will processnew MarsDia imagesevery onetotwodays
throughtheend of February 2004. Y oucanlogonandask
them questions. Checkit out!

YA JANUARY M EETING

Gary Jordan & Len Nelson gave an interesting and
informativepresentationof plani spheres. Welearnedthat
aplanigphereisagreattool for he pingusquickly determine
what areas of thesky arevisibleto usat any timeof the
year. How thisispossiblewasclearly demonstrated.

Once the presentation was completed, we were each
given materials & scissors so we could make our own
planispheresrightthere.

- .
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